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motion picture dramas which is to be selected by the general secretary, 
Dr. Otto U. King. Before the presentation of the film, Dr. Herdliska 
will address the convention on "The Responsibility of the Dentist 
toward the Symptomatology of Diseases of the Mouth, Especially 
Syphilis." 

The general secretary in making the announcement of this special 
evening program says: "After considerable work, we are finally able 
to rearrange our program so as to give you one of the four general 
sessions. This should bo one of the best and largest attended meet- 
ings of the entire session. We have planned to give you a full evening." 



COURT DECISION ON FURNISHING NARCOTIC DRUGS TO 

ADDICTS. 

The Supreme Court of Minnesota has decided 1 that the anti- 
narcotic law 2 of that State prohibits the furnishing of habit-forming 
drugs to addicts by physicians. 

A physician was convicted in the lower court for selling morphine 
to an habitual user of the drug. The defendant admitted furnishing 
the morphine, but claimed that he furnished it in attempting to cure 
the drug habit, and that under the law he could both prescribe and 
furnish the drug to addicts for such purpose. Section 2 of the act 
in question reads as follows: 

It shall be unlawful for any physician or dentist to furnish to or prescribe for the 
use of any habitual user of the same any of the substances enumerated in section 1 of 
this act: Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not be construed to prevent 
any legally licensed physician from prescribing in good faith for the use of any patient 
under his caro for the treatment of a drug habit such substances as he may deem 
necessary for such treatment: Provided, That such preecriirtions are given in good 
faith for the treatment of such habit. 

The supreme court held that the language of the act was plain, 
and that it prohibited a physician from furnishing habit-forming 
drugs to addicts. Under this decision it appears that in Minnesota 
a physician can prescribe narcotic drugs for an addict when acting 
in good faith, but he can not furnish the drugs to the addict. 

i State v. Whipple, 173 N. W., 801. 

2 Laws 1915, eh. 200, Fub. Health Eepts. Reprint 338, p. 308. 



